Atka Federal Sites Visit Trip Summary
March 22-26, 2004
Purpose: Meet with Tribal representatives with Qawalangin Tribe in Unalaska. Briefly
visit some of the federal sites on Amaknak and Unalaska Islands. Visit federal sites on
Atka Island, implement Tribal Program Assessment Tool (which included talking and
interviewing tribal members) to assess status of federal sites restoration on Atka. Collect
video footage and digital photos of federal sites.

Summary:
March 22:
Chris Riggio, Mahri Lowinger, and Tatiana Samuelson (of King Cove) departed
Anchorage for Dutch Harbor/Unalaska. Met with Qawalangin tribal member, George
Pletnikoff over dinner. Short driving tour of some of the former military sites on
Unalaska Island.
March 23:
We visited the Aleut archeological site adjacent to the bridge between Amaknak and
Unalaska Islands. This site was only recently excavated (last summer) and additional
excavation work remains. Under current Department of Transportation plans, this site
will be destroyed when the adjacent road is realigned to build the new bridge to Unalaska
Island. There is some work to try to change these plans to preserve this site, but at
present, there appears to be little hope. According to archaeologist Richard Knecht, what
has been found so far at this site rewrites Aleut history as there has been nothing of this
kind found elsewhere in the region. The structure was two stories high, and there is a
unique fireplace and venting system, akin to our forced air heating systems. In addition,
the structures had evidence of water drainage and interior “plumbing” systems. One of
the sites is approximately 3,000 years old and another is approximately 4,000 years old.
The only other houses built like this one, during the same time period, were in Far East
Russia. The Vikings (Europeans) didn’t build anything like this until approximately
2,000 years later. Whale bones were used to support building vertical beams. Ivory and
shells were discovered in the home as well. According to Carbon 14 dating, it appears
that the diet of these Aleut ancestors was comprised almost entirely of marine mammals.
There were 6 sets of human bones found in one burial site in a room of one “home.” In
Rick’s words, “There is nothing like this site around; it’s older than Rome.”
George Pletnikoff declared that he would start the “Save the Site” committee to stop or
relocate the road to the bridge that the State plans to start building in the summer of 2005.
They are hoping to stop the bridge before next summer. Rick’s assistant/collegue, Sean
(who will be working at the Aleut museum) volunteered to write an excerpt from their
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documents on the site and provide it to George and also to A/PIA if we want to publish
this information in our bulletin. (Action to Millie and Allison)
Met with Qawalangin Tribe members in tribal office in Unalaska during the morning.
They told us a bit about what projects they were working on and plans for the summer,
particularly about the culture camps. One of them talked about her plans for language
preservation and mentioned that the grant they have or funding for it in the school is
running out. The plan to continue it is to write a grant for funding that includes provision
for environmental education, cultural preservation, and language – so it could be part of
that plan.
Visited the Aleut Museum.
Met with Qawalangin Tribal President Harriet Berikoff over an early dinner.
Visited some of the former military sites in the Dutch Harbor and Unalaska vicinity.
Spent a good deal of time also running back and forth to the airport and also calling to the
airport, checking on flight status. It became apparent that we would not make it to Atka
on Tuesday.
March 24
Spent the entire day at the airport on weather hold for travel to Atka.
March 25
Spent a few hours in the morning on weather hold for travel to Atka.
departed in the early afternoon.

Flight finally

Arrived in Atka. Ray Golodoff met us at airport. Checked-in at bunkhouse, rented
vehicles. Project team members Ray Golodoff, Tatiana Samuelson, Chris Riggio, and
Mahri Lowinger met and reviewed the scope of work for applying the Program
Assessment Tool to the federal sites on Atka. Project team reviewed sections of the Atka
Site Summary and areas that would be looked at during site visits. Ray felt better about
trying to reach the Cape Kudugnak site the following day. We spoke with him about
potential people in the community to interview. He suggested the mayor and someone
named Louis and offered to call them to confirm that we could meet with them the
following morning. We headed out on the ATV’s and visited the former hospital site by
Korovin Lake as well as the Disposal Sites A, B and C. We also visited several sites
between the hospital and the disposal sites where main army base facilities were located
to assess thoroughness of restoration work there. Collected digital pictures of these sites
and any other debris or remains discovered.
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Weather during the day was mostly clear to partly cloudy, with frequent winds and snow
showers. For the most part, the weather was sufficiently favorable to conduct field work.
The team worked late into the evening to take advantage of the good weather and to
complete as much work as possible since the arrival to Atka had been delayed by two
days due to weather.
March 26
Met with Mayor George Dirks’ brother who showed us where he believed the military
had buried a bunch of old drums under pads now used for boat storage. He believes that
the area was used by the military to refuel amphibious aircraft that taxied up to shore in
Nazan Bay. This site is located right on the shore where three boats were observed to be
stored, where there were two old abandoned aboveground storage tanks. This site is
located along the edge of a stream just south of the community store at the end of the
shore line road. A visible sheen was observed seeping out of the upper area where drums
were reportedly buried by the military. Some old metal debris was observed sticking out
of the lower burial area. Some drums were observed around the area, but these were
clearly not WWII era drums as they appeared to be relatively new and had Chevron labels
on them.
Met with and interviewed Mayor George Dirks, using questions from the Program
Assessment Tool to document his concerns, perception, and thoughts on the former
military sites on Atka. His primary concern was asbestos buried in Disposal Site A by
Korovin Lake. Korovin Lake is a spawning area for red and pink salmon and trout and is
also used by waterfowl. It is a primary subsistence area for Atka residents. The asbestos
he was concerned about was used for pipe insulation. During the 1986 U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers’ demolition project, community members used many of the old building
materials from the former military sites for their homes. There were many locals hired in
1986 to do the demolition and other demolition projects. We asked if he knew of any
children injured from the old military debris around the community. He didn’t know of
any and suggested we speak with the health aide. He mentioned that he was away from
Atka (in Kodiak?) during the time of the 1986 demolition project. Another concern he
had was sheetrock with asbestos in an old building in the City of Atka. The building at
one time was used as a school. No one has taken a sample. It was built in 1946.
Ray wasn’t able to locate Louis to speak with us.
We went downstairs to the health clinic to see if the health aide was available to speak
about any childhood injuries. The health aide was not around, however, Millie and
someone else who is the Admin Assistant were available. Millie had concerns about
asbestos and the lake and mentioned something about concerns about mercury in the lake
fishes. The Admin person also mentioned concerns about asbestos and contaminants in
the fish from Korovin Lake. They generally didn’t seem too concerned about the sites,
but say they’d like to see the sites cleaned up and debris issues addressed.
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Went to Ray’s office. Spoke about trying to get out to Cape Kudugnak. He wasn’t sure
about the weather, snow depth, or the river crossings and getting there. It would really
take a day to get there and there wasn’t enough time in the day if we were still going to
try to make the afternoon flight out. It would also only be possible to make it out there
with one person per ATV and needed to be a four-wheeler (we only had one with 4WD).
The next flight out was not scheduled until Tuesday and so we decided not to wait and
not attempt to go to the Cape Kudugnak site.
We returned to Disposal Sites B and C and collected video footage of these sites as well
as additional digital photos. Discovered a car dump site and tried to drive out to what
were reported to be old bomb sites, but didn’t make it there in time to get back to the
airport.
We heard from one resident (John, the EPA IGAP Recycling Program Coordinator) that
the road to the Cape Kudugnak site was in fact not passable due to heavy snow.
Mahri and Chris returned to Anchorage (via Cold Bay) Friday night. Tatiana remained in
Atka to take the Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response (HAZWOPER)
40-hour course under her EPA IGAP grant.

FINAL
Program Assessment Tool Evaluation
Tribal Review of Restoration Work Completed
SITE: Atka Air Force Auxiliary Field Site
Site Name:
Location:

Atka Air Force Auxiliary Field Site
Atka Island

Federal Agency
Point of Contact:

U.S. Army Engineer District, Alaska (USAED) [U.S. Army Corps

Agency Contact
Information:

Suzanne Beauchamp, PE

Date:

May 27, 2004

Evaluator:

Mahri Lowinger, A/PIA

of Engineers, Alaska District]
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Reviewer:

Chris Riggio, PE, A/PIA

Evaluator Contact
Info.:

A/PIA, Community Services Department, 201 E. 3rd Ave.,

Anchorage, AK 99501

Short Notes:

(907) 276-2700
None at this time.
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CATEGORY

QUESTION

Health

H.1. For this site, were contaminants of concern found?
Yes

a. If so, summarize the extent of these contaminants,
referencing documentation of these findings.
NOTE: Most of the information for this section was taken from a USAED
Site Summary, from a 1998 site visit that included sampling and
analytical testing.
USAED conducted a site investigation in 1998
identifying numerous contaminant source areas. Information was also
taken from the U.S. EPA’s 2001/2002 site visit and report under their
START program to conduct independent evaluations of cleanup and
restoration of federal sites. Other sources of information for this report
come from A/PIA and the Restoration Oversight Committee’s Working
Group visit of the site in March of 2004 and related review of reports and
documents.
Based on the result of site visits and review of the available documents,
it appears that further investigation is necessary.
Disposal sites A, B, and C are the result of a USAED project involving
the removal of World War II (WWII) facilities.
Disposal Site A is adjacent to the former Navy Hospital site and is
located adjacent to the southern shore of Korovin Lake. The disposal
site reportedly contains all the debris from the former Navy Hospital as
well as from some nearby former military facilities. It also served as an
asbestos disposal cell. A soil sample collected during the USAED site
visit in 1998 was taken from exposed soil at the cap and a sediment
sample was collected from a stream running through draining the area of
the landfill. The three samples collected were found to contain up to 320
mg/kg RRO (residual range organics – indication of oil), 82 mg/kg DRO
(diesel range organics – indication of diesel products), 46 mg/kg
cadmium, 110 mg/kg lead and 200 mg/kg vanadium.
A number of concrete building foundations were found left in place.
Three foundations were identified as having been associated with a
power plant, a motor pool building, and a bathhouse, determined from
WWII-era site plans. Evident soil contamination was found at the power
plant and motor pool building sites, with a distinct odor of diesel fuel
detected. The water in the drywell was observed to have a sheen on it.
Three samples were collected and found to contain up to 660 mg/kg
RRO, 88 mg/kg DRO, naphthalene (up to 0.35 mg/kg),
20methylnaphthalene (up to .1 mg/kg), and 220 mg/kg of lead (from a
sample northeast of the foundation).
Cape Kudugnak Site: 5 miles to the east of the village supported the
Air Force Auxiliary Field during operations.
A small but heavily
contaminated site was found there in 1998. No apparent environmental
removal or restoration actions appear to have occurred there. A number
of soil samples were collected which found up to 2,800 mg/kg RRO,
26,000 mg/kg DRO, naphthalene (up to 1.0 mg/kg), 2-methylnaphthalene
(up to 0.53 mg/kg); PCBs were detected in concentrations of 0.30 to 2.30
mg/kg in soil samples collected near suspected transformers. Lead was
detected at a concentration up to 49,000 mg/kg in the area containing
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batteries and a sample from a refrigeration unit was determined to
contain asbestos.
Based on USAED and START sampling, there is a high potential for
contamination of surface water at numerous locations from hazardous
substances identified in the drums and disposal sites.
Surface soil and sediment samples collected at sources within the
overland surface water route indicated the presence of BTEX and SVOC
contaminants (Preliminary Assessment, Atka Air Force Auxiliary Field
Site, Herrera 2002). One surface water sample collected from Korovin
Lake showed low xylene concentrations.
Pugankix Area: There is another site where some residents interviewed
by A/PIA believe the military buried a number of old drums and covered
the area with gravel pads now used for boat storage. It is believed that
the area was used by the military to refuel amphibious aircraft that taxied
up to shore in Nazan Bay next to the old village site. The site is located
right on the shore where three boats were observed to be stored, where
there were two old and possibly abandoned aboveground storage tanks.
This site is located along the edge of a stream just south of the
community store at the south end of the shoreline road. A/PIA personnel
and Tribal Restoration Oversight Committee members observed a visible
sheen seeping from soils from under of the upper area where drums
were reportedly buried.
Contaminants of Concern: The most significant potential sources of
contamination are the present and former USTs and ASTs used for
storing and transporting gasoline and/or diesel fuel for aircraft, vehicles,
generators and heaters. The main contaminants of concern associated
with the UST and ASTs are diesel and gasoline constituents; benzene,
toluene, ethyl benzene, and xylene (BTEX); volatile organic compounds
(VOCs); and semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs).

H.2. Were health assessments conducted to assess
health risks due to these contaminants of concern?
No records of any health assessments were found. There are no
indications that any such health assessments were conducted for this
site.

a. If so, summarize the results of these findings.

N o t

applicable

b. Is there a health risk?

N o t

applicable

c. Are/were there health advisories issued related to
these findings?
N o t
applicable

d. Were specific diet and consumption practices of
local communities
taken into account during the development of the
health assessments?
N o t
applicable

e. Was special consideration given to assessing risks
for sensitive
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members of the population such as pregnant
mothers, infants, and
the sick or elderly?
N o t
applicable

H.3. Was information from health assessments
presented to the local populations in a way that was
understood and in layperson terms?
Not applicable; it appears that no health assessment was conducted.

H.4. What is the comfort level of the local population
with regards to health assessments conducted and the
results of these assessments?
Not applicable; no records were found of any risk assessments
conducted for this site.

H.5. Were risk assessments conducted for this site?
No

a. If so, summarize the results of these findings.
Not applicable

b. Is there a health risk?
Not applicable

c. Are there health advisories related to these findings?
Not applicable

H.6. What is the knowledge level or awareness of people
in the community about what has happened at this site?
Are they aware of these activities, health assessments,
etc.?
People interviewed in the community generally seem to be aware of what
happened at the site, that this was a former military base and that a
major cleanup occurred in the mid-1980s. Several folks recalled playing
in the debris and old buildings before they were buried into the disposal
areas. However, several of the individuals interviewed seemed a bit
unconcerned and/or unknowledgeable about the debris and remains.
Some residents believe that that asbestos that was exposed during the
1986 USACE demolition work might have contaminated the fish in
Korovin Lake, an area heavily used for subsistence activities. Asbestos
was a common concern among residents interviewed. Some residents
also expressed concern regarding possible mercury contamination in the
salmon in Korovin Lake.

H.7. Will there be long-term monitoring of contaminant
levels at these sites?
There were no indications that USAED is conducting any long-term
monitoring at these sites, nor any indications of any USAED plans for
such monitoring activities. However, it does appear that this site is still
on the “radar” for USAED due to remaining issues (such as the disposal
sites becoming exposed, the motor pool site, and the concern among
residents about possible contamination of Korovin Lake).
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Since the Cape Kudugnak site still requires full investigation, cleanup,
and restoration, long-term monitoring of contaminant levels at that site
may be required.

a. If so, summarize the extent of this work.
Not applicable

b. What further actions will be taken by the agency to
address these issues?
Further site investigation, cleanup, and restoration is planned by USAED
for the Cape Kudugnak site, and further restoration work is planned for
other former military sites on Atka. However, since this site falls within
the low third USAED priority range, further work is not scheduled to
occur until far in the future (estimated at over 10 years, maybe up to
30-40 years). All this will depend upon federal funding available and also
how the site is ranked by USAED as they update their FUDS priority lists
each year.
USAED recommends the Atka Tribe consider applying for a Native
American Land Environmental Mitigation Program (NALEMP) grant to
conduct further investigation of the site by the tribe and to get further
restoration work on a faster track than USAED currently has scheduled.

Physical Hazards
PH1. Are there any physical hazards remaining at the
site?
Yes, there are many.

PH2. If so, describe in detail the extent of hazards.
Disposal Site A: There are a few old telephone poles, pieces of wood,
and loose wires in and around the old hospital site. In addition, there is
also a large concrete slab (former building foundation) near the edge of
Korovin Lake. These items are trip hazards, and could also result in cuts
or other injuries if encountered. Many of the hazards lie dangerously
hidden in deep grasses during much of the year, and under snow during
some of the winter. There are also many sharp, rusty edges from much
of the debris, especially the Marston matting.
Motor Pool Site: At the former motor pool site, located just off the west
side of the road approximately 1 mile before Korovin Lake, there remains
a concrete slab with an open sump. This open sump is several feet deep
and uncovered. There is also an open and uncovered dry well located
adjacent to the foundation slab. There is a rusted metal plate located
nearby that might have been the cover to the sump or dry well. This site
is located close to the main road to Korovin Lake. These hazards are
unmarked and readily accessible to the public. Falling into one of these
open pits could seriously injure or even kill a curious child. There was
evidence of reindeer feeding on plants and mosses adjacent to (on the
east side of) the motor pool concrete slab, so it is clear that wildlife could
be impacted by these hazards, also.
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Disposal Site B: There is Marston matting (old twisted, rusty, metal
runway material) that is being exposed due to wind and rain erosion
moving sand and uncovering formerly buried debris. There are also
broken pieces of wood, metal (old tools), loose wires sticking out of the
ground, rusted drums, and other hazardous debris present. It appears
that natural re-vegetation is not occurring fast enough to hold back the
worsening erosion problem. In addition, the edge of this site is located
approximately 20 yards from the front door to the community’s school.
Hazardous debris is readily accessible to school children or others
wandering around this disposal site, which lies adjacent to the main road
through town.
Disposal Site C: There are abandoned, rusted drums, broken wooden
planks and bits of wood, large pieces of rusty Marston matting (from the
old runway) sticking up out of the ground, large, broken rusty metal
planks, abandoned wooden boats, old wooden fencing, and other
assorted debris uncovered and exposed at this site. These items are trip
hazards, and could also result in cuts or other injuries if encountered.
There are also many sharp, rusty edges from much of the debris,
especially the Marston matting.
Cape Kudugnak: A/PIA and the ROC Working Group members were
not able to visit the Cape Kudugnak site during their visit due to heavy
snow on the roads. Documentation from USAED states the presence of
two small buildings, five collapsed and one standing radio tower masts, a
large aboveground storage tank, a large drum dump, and a large
collapsed building. Based on this description, one could surmise that
this site does pose a hazard to any animals or people in the area. The
site, however, is quite far and not easy to reach from the village and
hence would potentially pose a greater threat to wildlife than to people.
The road from town to the site consists of approximately 5 miles of gravel
and dirt roads, much of which is rough ATV track, making it very
inaccessible to most people in the village. Since A/PIA and the ROC
Working Group were unable to visit this site, confirmation of these
suspected physical hazards was not accomplished.

a. Mark hazard locations on map and document GPS
coordinates:
See attached map for location of these sites. GPS coordinates were not taken for
these sites. However, these sites could easily be found from information documented
in this report.
b. Complete full description of how to access each of
these physical hazard sites:
Disposal Site A – Head north along the main road from the City of
Atka. Pass the airfield on the right, continue north towards Korovin
Lake. At a main road intersection, take a left onto the road towards
Korovin Lake and cross a small stream. The site lies to the south/
southwest of and adjacent to Korovin Lake. Total distance from
town: approximately 2.5 to 3.5 miles.
Disposal Site B – Head north along the main road from the City of
Atka. The site lies adjacent to the road and south of the airstrip, with
part of it lying just east of the school (across the street from the
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school) in the area between the road and the shoreline. This site lies
on the north side of town.
Disposal Site C – Head north along the main road from the City of
Atka. Veer right towards the shoreline at the airstrip and take a left
down the road that parallels and lies east of the airstrip, past
Disposal Site B. Part of the site is between the road and the
shoreline toward the northern end of the airstrip. Continue on the
road as it follows the curve in the shoreline to the right (northeast);
more debris (Marston matting) lies along the road on the left and
right, and there are also some abandoned cars a bit further up the
road on the right. The exact location of the site is not clear from site
investigation reports and photos, but portions of it are obvious as
exposed debris is present. This site is within ¼ mile of the north
edge of town.
Motor Pool Site – Head north along the main road from the City of
Atka and head towards Korovin Lake and Disposal Site A. The
Motor Pool Site is located along that road, on the left hand side, and
within approximately ½ mile of, but before, Disposal Site A.
Cape Kudugnak Site – Head north along the main road from the
City of Atka and towards the city dock, a couple of miles out of town.
Continue another approximately 3-5 miles on rough ATV track (an
old road) out towards the east to the Cape Kudugnak point, where
the site is located. A 4WD ATV is required for this challenging,
rutted, and muddy route, which is generally not accessible in the
winter.

c. Collect digital photos and video of these hazards.
See attached photographs for a sample showing key features of the
sites of concern. A complete set of photos collected is available from
A/PIA’s Community Services Department upon request.

PH3. Do these hazards present a hazard to people or to
their pets?
Yes.

a.

Can people travel safely at this site without
encountering or having their safety impacted by any
remaining physical hazards?

No. See descriptions in Section PH2 for details regarding these
hazards.

b. Could children safely travel at this site without
encountering or having their safety impacted by any
remaining physical hazards?
No.

c. Can wildlife travel safely at this site without
encountering any remaining physical hazards?
No.
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Environmental

E1.
Did the responsible party conduct site
investigations/site assessments for all areas of concern
for this site? Describe.

Yes. In 1986, the US Army Corps of Engineers (USCOE) completed an
extensive debris removal at Disposal Sites A, B, and C. A USCOE
contractor demolished the abandoned military buildings and buried the
debris in three large areas, identified as Disposal Sites A, B, and C.
Reportedly, debris from hundreds of buildings, thousands of steel drums,
and over 400,000 square feet of steel runway matting (Marston matting)
were buried in the disposal pits. The demolition work was conducted as
a construction project and not as environmental restoration. Therefore,
the contractor was not concerned with sampling or gathering information
about contamination. Underground Storage Tanks (USTs) may still exist
at these sites since their removal during 1986 operations is not
confirmed.
Other than this initial site investigation and debris removal operation, no
further construction, sampling, or remediation work has been completed
at the site.
In June 1998, three personnel from USCOE (Alaska District Office)
performed a field investigation on several sites on Atka Island. The
objectives were to:
• Investigate representative sites of the former military
facilities for evidence of chemical contamination of the
environment;
• Investigate reports of drums, attempt to determine if they
are of military or civilian origin, and reports of military
structures remaining after the 1986 removal action;
• Collect samples of contaminated surface soil or
sediment for chemical analysis;
• Inspect and document the current condition of the three
1986 disposal sites, collect samples of soil or sediment if
contamination is suspected at or leaching from disposal
sites;
• Interview local citizens for information on potential FUDS
chemical contamination; and
• Obtain information necessary to fill out an Alaska
Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC)
Ecological Checklist.
The 1998 field investigation determined that further investigation was
necessary. Drums were observed in and around several surface water
bodies at the site; one drum was observed to be leaking with the
remainder empty. The disposal sites and former operational areas are
located in the vicinity of the village of Atka and are freely accessible to
the residents of Atka.
In 2001, a site visit and investigation was conducted by U.S. EPA under
their START program to evaluate past Army Corps of Engineer’s work
and the conditions of the restoration work there. The work included
some sampling of water and soil in areas of concern where contaminants
are suspected. The results of this work were published in their report,
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Preliminary Assessment, Atka Air Force Auxiliary Field Site, Atka, Alaska,
prepared by Herrera Environmental Consultants for U.S. EPA.
Based on USCOE and START sampling results, there is a high potential
for contamination of surface water at numerous locations from hazardous
substances identified to be present in the drums and disposal sites.
Present or former contents of drums have a potential to contaminate onsite surface water. Surface soil and sediment samples collected at
sources within the overland surface water route indicated the presence
of BTEX (benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylene) and SVOC (semivolatile organic compounds) contaminants, as reported in the U.S. EPA
report, Preliminary Assessment, Atka Air Force Auxiliary Field Site,
Herrera 2002. One surface water sample collected from Korovin Lake
showed low xylenes concentrations, but no other contaminants of
concern.
Hazardous substances identified by USCOE could be
expected to migrate to surface water bodies. Local residents practice
subsistence hunting and fishing within 15 miles of the site; some
traditional activities such as berry picking, fishing, and reindeer hunting
occur at the site and directly adjacent to it. Such activities are an
important and vital part of the Aleut way of life, meeting their physical,
social, economic, and physical needs.
Possible contaminants release to soil has a high potential to cause a
threat to the environment or humans due to their close proximity to the
school and village, and because of proximity to heavily used subsistence
resources.

A release to the air pathway is possible, due to the exposure of debris and soil at the
disposal sites. Atka experiences an average wind velocity of 13 knots and storms
may produce winds over 120 knots.

a. Describe in detail how well or how poorly restoration
work met environmental requirements.
From review of documents, it appears that restoration work conducted so far has met State of Alaska
and U.S. EPA environmental requirements. However, it seems that additional investigation and
restoration work is needed to fully meet all environmental requirements for this site for the long
term.

E3. Are there any institutional or engineering controls in
place for this site as a result of remaining contamination
or hazards?
No.

a. If so, describe in detail the extent of these controls.
Not applicable
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E4.
Were impacted areas restored as close as
technically possible to their pre-impact condition?
Describe in detail.
No.

Disposal Site A - In 1986 a USCOE contractor was hired to demolish
the old Navy hospital building at the site. Debris and other materials
were buried in an onsite landfill (Disposal Site A). The disposal site was
also used as an asbestos disposal cell. During a 1998 site visit, USCOE
observed that the wooden asbestos warning signs were no longer there.
At the former building location, there is little sign of the structure other
than the general outline of the building revetments and there is very
heavy vegetation growth. However, the landfills and structures remain in
place. There are a few old telephone poles lying around, pieces of wood,
loose wires, and a large concrete slab (former building foundation)
adjacent to Korovin Lake.
Motor Pool Site – Demolition of the building was completed, but the
concrete foundation as well as an open sump and dry well remain. It
appears that natural re-vegetation is occurring in areas around the motor
pool site.
Disposal Site B – It appears that this disposal sites was capped using
on site soils (sands and silt). However, due to wind and water erosion,
much of the cap is gone with much debris now exposed. It seems the
disposal site was constructed in an active sand dune area and the dune
sands are shifting over time. The debris is predominantly Marston
matting from the former military site runway. However, there are also
broken pieces of wood, metal (old tools), loose wires sticking out of the
ground, rusted drums, and related building debris.
Disposal Site C – This site has clearly not been restored to its original
condition. There are significant amounts of rusted, uncovered Marston
matting and drums exposed throughout this site which appears to
encompass an area of several areas. It is also possible that this site
consists of a number of smaller disposal cells, scattered about several
acres adjacent to the east side of the runway and near the shoreline.
The site was reportedly once capped with local soils (sands and silts
from the area), however the cap has been heavily eroded by wind and
rain and appears to be in the middle of an active sand dune area.
Cape Kudugnak – Very little to no environmental restoration actions
have occurred here. As a result, the site has clearly not yet been
restored to its original condition. A/PIA and the ROC Working Group
were unable to visit this site due to snow cover and road conditions.

E5. Are traditional foods at this site impacted in a way
that prevents their safe use?

We don’t know for sure if traditional foods at this site have been impacted
in a way that prevents their safe use. Thorough investigation and
sampling would need to be conducted to make such a determination.
There was evidence that reindeer eat vegetation immediately next to the
motor pool site (where there may be contaminants). Also, there are also
community concerns regarding possible asbestos and mercury
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contamination in Korovin Lake fish from the old hospital site and from
Disposal Site A. In addition, there is a concern regarding the possibility
of impacts from old drums buried in the disposal sites that needs
additional investigation.

Aesthetic
A1. Does the site appear to be cleaned up? Describe in
detail findings of visual inspection.
No. Visually, the site does not appear to be cleaned up.

Disposal Site A – This site appeared to be in the best condition of all the
disposal sites.
Visually, the only remaining debris are a concrete
foundation located adjacent to Korovin Lake and likely a part of the old
hospital site (possibly an old bathhouse and restroom?), a few telephone
poles, and some loose wires. The disposal cells have re-vegetated
naturally.
Disposal Site B – This site appeared to be a large, spread out,
uncovered landfill.
During inspection, the following were observed
spread throughout the area:
Marston matting, wooden planks (old
boats), wooden spools, old tools, metal, and all sorts of building debris.
The site is unattractive and an eyesore to residents.
Disposal Site C – This site is very similar to Disposal Site B. At this site,
much of the debris appears to be large pieces of rusty Marston matting,
but there is also much exposed trash in parts of this site. This site is
spread about a large area, with debris showing in various parts. It is
difficult to determine the boundaries and extent of this disposal site.
Cape Kudugnak – A/PIA and the ROC Working Group were unable to
complete a visual inspection of this site.
However, reviewed
documentation indicates that no environmental removal or restoration
work has been completed here. In addition, photos by the USACOE and
Atka residents showed that the site is clearly not cleaned up. From
photos, it visually appears to be an old military site that has not been
cleaned up or restored.

A2. Have disturbed areas been re-contoured and revegetated with native plants? Describe in detail.
No. Parts of Disposal Site A may have been re-contoured during burial
operations. However there were no reports that the area was revegetated with native plants.
Re-vegetation appears to have has
occurred naturally in some places.
There does not appear to be much re-vegetation in Disposal Sites B and
C, where erosion is occurring faster than the area can re-vegetate
naturally. If the area was originally re-contoured after debris burial, then
it has changed since then due to erosion.

a. How well is the re-vegetation holding?

Re-vegetation appears to be holding well at Disposal Site A. However,
the disposal site is located in the middle of a natural stream, so the site
could be subject to stream erosion over time.
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Vegetation at Disposal Sites B & C is definitely not holding very well as
wind and water erosion appeared to be occurring faster than the area
can re-vegetate naturally, resulting in exposure of more debris over time.

b. Are there any problems with erosion in these areas of
re-vegetation? If any, describe in detail and what needs
to be accomplished to correct the problem.
Yes. The caps on Disposal Sites B and C have been heavily and nearly
completely eroded by wind and rain. The sites appear to be in an active
sand dune area. The sites need to be re-capped and re-vegetated.

A3. Are there any affected bodies of water (streams,
creeks, lakes, ponds, etc.) that were impacted?
Yes; see below for more details.

a. If so, describe in detail the extent of these.
Disposal Site A – There is a stream the runs through Disposal Site A
and into Korovin Lake, which is located approximately 20-30 yards away.
There reports that thousands of drums were buried in the disposal sites
A, B, and C. There could be releases from Disposal Site A drums into
the stream or into groundwater which could affect subsistence resources
in Korovin Lake and the vicinity of Disposal Site A.
There is no
information stating that Underground Storage Tanks were removed
during demolition operations in 1986. Therefore, there is concern that
such USTs remain throughout the facility sites. There could be leakage
from the USTs and/or from related contaminated soils which could impact
the stream, groundwater, and Korovin Lake. A/PIA observed a few
drums in a nearby stream. The source of the drums or what was in them
is unknown. Some of the drums appeared to have been welded together
for use as culverts. However, some of the drums observed appeared to
have been disposed on the tundra, into streambeds, and over hills.
There was concern among some residents that asbestos from the
demolition of the buildings had leached into the lake.
Drums were also observed by USCOE during the 1998 site visit, in and
around several surface water bodies at the site; one drum was observed
to be leaking. Present or former contents of drums have a potential to
contaminate on-site surface water. Surface soil and sediment samples
collected by USCOE, at sources within the overland surface water route
indicated the presence of BTEX and SVOC contaminants. One surface
water sample collected from Korovin Lake showed low xylene
concentrations, but no other contaminants of concern.

b. Was any restoration work completed for these areas?
If so, describe in detail the extent of these.
No.
According to reports, only debris removal & burial work was
completed. Full site restoration work was not completed for the former
military sites on Atka Island.

A4. Are there places where trash, scrap metal or other
debris remains in the areas restored?
Yes.
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a. If so, describe what remains, extent, types,
appearance.
Disposal Site A – There are a few old telephone poles lying around,
pieces of wood, loose wires and a former building foundation concrete
slab adjacent to Korovin Lake.
Motor Pool Site – There remains a concrete slap, an open sump (which
is several feet deep and uncovered), and a dry well (which remains open
and uncovered).
Disposal Site B - There is exposed Marston matting (from the old
runway) that is exposed due to wind erosion moving sand and
uncovering jagged edges, etc. There are also broken pieces of wood,
metal (old tools), loose wires sticking out of the ground, rusted drums,
building debris, etc.
Disposal Site C - There are abandoned, rusted drums, broken wooden
planks and bits of wood, large pieces of rusty Marston matting (from the
old runway) sticking up out of the ground, big broken rusty metal planks,
abandoned wooden boats, some sort of old wooden fencing, and other
assorted debris.

A5.
Does the restoration work meet the reviewer’s
expectations, based upon ROC discussions and
expectations?
No. Restoration work is incomplete. In summary, there needs to be
further site investigation (evaluating potential contaminants), completion
of debris removal (particularly the Marston matting and old drums) and
cleanup, re-capping and re-vegetation of landfills and further evaluation
of Cape Kudugnak. See “Overview of Significant Findings & Concerns”
for summary of needs and recommendations.

Perception
P1. How do local residents feel about this site? Are
they pleased with the restoration work? Describe in
detail number of people interviewed, summary of their
thoughts, etc.
Approximately 6 Atka residents were interviewed.
Among those
interviewed, there appeared to be a general sense of apathy about the
sites. The sense was that residents were aware of the disposal sites and
the Cape Kudugnak site, and aware of potential contamination (there
were concerns about if there were asbestos in the fish in Korovin Lake),
but they didn’t seem terribly concerned or very interested.
Among those interviewed was Mayor George Dirks. His primary concern
was asbestos (that had been used as pipe insulation) buried in Disposal
Site A by Korovin Lake. Korovin Lake is a spawning ground for red and
pink salmon and trout and is also used by waterfowl. It is a primary
subsistence area for Atka residents. During the 1986 demolition project,
community members used many of the old building materials from the
former military sites for their homes. Another concern was sheetrock
with asbestos in an old building in the City of Atka, a building used at one
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time as a school. Reportedly, there have been no samples taken for that
facility.
From casual interviews with people in the health clinic, residents were
worried that there might be asbestos and mercury contamination in
Korovin Lake affecting fish in the lake. They generally did not seem too
concerned about the sites, but did say they would like to see the sites
cleaned up and debris issues addressed.

P2. Do local residents feel they can travel and live
safely at this site without being impacted or hurt from
physical, environmental, health hazards?
Somewhat.

a. If not, then describe in detail what these concerns
and perceptions are.
Some are concerned about contaminants in the fish from the lake. Some
are concerned about children getting injured from debris near the school
and throughout the area.

P3. How do local residents feel about the safety of
traditional foods near and at this restored federal site?
Not very good. Residents were worried that there could be asbestos and
mercury in lake fish.

P4. How do local residents feel about their involvement
and participation in the restoration process?
During the interview with Mayor Dirks, he indicated that he did not
remember any public meetings.
Ray Golodoff does remember a public meeting. USAED visited Atka with
Alaska Department of Transportation and Oasis Environmental
(contractor) to conduct a site investigation within the past two years.
In 2002/2003, there was reportedly a public meeting with the community
related to the former military base and the disposal sites. Sylvia from the
Health Clinic attended this meeting.

Cultural Resources
CR1.
for this site?

What was the extent of cultural resource issues

Unknown

CR2.
Was A/PIA’s archaeologist notified prior to
restoration activities for this site? Describe in detail.
Yes; there are reports that such notification did occur.
information was found regarding this notification, however.

Very little

a. Was A/PIA’s archaeologist coordinated with for this
work? Describe in detail.
No, it doesn’t appear this occurred.
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CR3. Were federal agencies responsible for cultural
resource protection issues consulted with prior to the
start of restoration work at this site?
Unknown. No information was found regarding such consultation. It is
likely that federal agencies did conduct some consultation and
coordination prior to work activities, however.

CR4. Were the Aleut tribes consulted with by federal
agencies prior to and during this work regarding cultural
resources at this site? Describe in detail.
Unknown. No information was found during research on this issue.

a. What was the extent of this consultation? Describe
in detail.
Unknown. No information was found during research on this issue.

b. Were the involved tribes happy with this work?
Describe in detail.
Unknown. Very little information was found regarding tribal consultation
prior to the 1986 demolition project.

CR5. Were the requirements of ARPA, NAGRPA, and
NHPA met regarding cultural resources issues?
Describe in detail.
Unknown. No information was found during research on this issue.

FINAL NOTES
On June 4, 2004, A/PIA’s Chris Riggio spoke with USAED Atka Project Manager, Richard
Jackson. Mr. Jackson relayed some current information about the Atka site. He stated that
USAED does have two Atka sites listed for future restoration work; these are the Cape Kudugnak
site and the Auxiliary Air Field Site (which is the old military base and includes Disposal Sites A,
B, and C, as well as the motor pool, old hospital site, and other areas related to the former
military base). USAED did obtain approval for future work at the Cape Kudugnak site through
their Inventory Project Report (INPR) process. They still need to conduct their “relative risk
process” or scoring for the Cape site to determine where it stands in their prioritization ranking. At
this point in time, Atka sites rank in the bottom one third of all Alaska sites, making it a pretty low
priority for future work. Therefore, future restoration work would probably not occur for at least 10
more years, and maybe not until 20-40 years from now. All this will depend upon how the Cape
site comes out in the relative risk process scoring which could change the rank status for Atka
sites, and also will depend upon future Congressional FUDS budgets which vary from year to
year.
Mr. Jackson also noted that one Atka project was approved to occur in 2005. The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ Huntsville, Alabama, office will be conducting an archive and historical
records search for Atka to determine if there are unexploded ordnance concerns remaining at
Atka. There are some reports that small arms ammunition might have been disposed of into
Korovin Lake, and that large ordnance might have been disposed of in an area on elevated areas
northeast of town, on low hills above the city dock. This archive search work is planned to occur
in 2005.
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M r. R i c h a r d J a c k s o n c a n b e c o n t a c t e d a t 9 0 7 - 7 5 3 - 5 6 0 6 , o r b y e - m a i l a t
Richard.g.Jackson@poa02.usace.army.mil.

END OF EVALUATION
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Photo 1: Korovin Lake Area
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Photo 2: Former Navy Hospital Site with Korovin Lake in

!
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!
Photo 3: Old Navy Hospital Site, Looking Opposite Direction

!
Photo 4: Old Wires Sticking out of the Ground, Former Navy
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!
Photo 5: Motor Pool Site, with Drywell in the Background

!
Photo 6: Motor Pool Site Drywell
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!
Photo 7: Motor Pool Site – Floor Drain in Middle of

!
Photo 8: Motor Pool Site –Foundation Slab
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Motor Pool Site –Photo
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!
Photo 10: Motor Pool Site –Evidence of Grazing of Tundra by
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!
Photo 11: Example of Square Dugout Area in Main Part of
Former Military Base, Near Motor Pool Site, Looking SE

!
Photo 12: Disposal Site A – Adjacent to Main Road and
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!
Photo 13: Disposal Site A – Visible Hazardous Debris, with
School in Background

!
Photo 14: Disposal Site A – Example of Exposed Hazardous
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!
Photo 15: Disposal Site A – Exposed Hazardous Debris

!
Photo 16: Disposal Site C – Exposed Hazardous Debris
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!
Photo 17: Disposal Site C – Exposed Hazardous Debris

!
Photo 18: Disposal Site C – Exposed Hazardous Debris
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!
Photo 19: Disposal Site C – Exposed Marston Matting –

!
Photo 20: Disposal Site C – Exposed Marston Matting –
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!
Photo 21: Pugankix Site – Possible Buried WWII Drums –

!
Photo 22: Pugankix Site – Possible Buried WWII Drums
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!
Photo 23: Pugankix Site – Possible Buried WWII Drums

!
Photo 24: Main Base Area Northwest of Town – Drums in
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Atka Federal Sites Visit Trip Summary
March 22-26, 2004
Purpose: Meet with Tribal representatives with Qawalangin Tribe in Unalaska. Briefly
visit some of the federal sites on Amaknak and Unalaska Islands. Visit federal sites on
Atka Island, implement Tribal Program Assessment Tool (which included talking and
interviewing tribal members) to assess status of federal sites restoration on Atka. Collect
video footage and digital photos of federal sites.

Summary:
March 22:
Chris Riggio, Mahri Lowinger, and Tatiana Samuelson (of King Cove) departed
Anchorage for Dutch Harbor/Unalaska. Met with Qawalangin tribal member, George
Pletnikoff over dinner. Short driving tour of some of the former military sites on
Unalaska Island.
March 23:
We visited the Aleut archeological site adjacent to the bridge between Amaknak and
Unalaska Islands. This site was only recently excavated (last summer) and additional
excavation work remains. Under current Department of Transportation plans, this site
will be destroyed when the adjacent road is realigned to build the new bridge to Unalaska
Island. There is some work to try to change these plans to preserve this site, but at
present, there appears to be little hope. According to archaeologist Richard Knecht, what
has been found so far at this site rewrites Aleut history as there has been nothing of this
kind found elsewhere in the region. The structure was two stories high, and there is a
unique fireplace and venting system, akin to our forced air heating systems. In addition,
the structures had evidence of water drainage and interior “plumbing” systems. One of
the sites is approximately 3,000 years old and another is approximately 4,000 years old.
The only other houses built like this one, during the same time period, were in Far East
Russia. The Vikings (Europeans) didn’t build anything like this until approximately
2,000 years later. Whale bones were used to support building vertical beams. Ivory and
shells were discovered in the home as well. According to Carbon 14 dating, it appears
that the diet of these Aleut ancestors was comprised almost entirely of marine mammals.
There were 6 sets of human bones found in one burial site in a room of one “home.” In
Rick’s words, “There is nothing like this site around; it’s older than Rome.”
George Pletnikoff declared that he would start the “Save the Site” committee to stop or
relocate the road to the bridge that the State plans to start building in the summer of 2005.
They are hoping to stop the bridge before next summer. Rick’s assistant/collegue, Sean
(who will be working at the Aleut museum) volunteered to write an excerpt from their
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documents on the site and provide it to George and also to A/PIA if we want to publish
this information in our bulletin. (Action to Millie and Allison)
Met with Qawalangin Tribe members in tribal office in Unalaska during the morning.
They told us a bit about what projects they were working on and plans for the summer,
particularly about the culture camps. One of them talked about her plans for language
preservation and mentioned that the grant they have or funding for it in the school is
running out. The plan to continue it is to write a grant for funding that includes provision
for environmental education, cultural preservation, and language – so it could be part of
that plan.
Visited the Aleut Museum.
Met with Qawalangin Tribal President Harriet Berikoff over an early dinner.
Visited some of the former military sites in the Dutch Harbor and Unalaska vicinity.
Spent a good deal of time also running back and forth to the airport and also calling to the
airport, checking on flight status. It became apparent that we would not make it to Atka
on Tuesday.
March 24
Spent the entire day at the airport on weather hold for travel to Atka.
March 25
Spent a few hours in the morning on weather hold for travel to Atka.
departed in the early afternoon.

Flight finally

Arrived in Atka. Ray Golodoff met us at airport. Checked-in at bunkhouse, rented
vehicles. Project team members Ray Golodoff, Tatiana Samuelson, Chris Riggio, and
Mahri Lowinger met and reviewed the scope of work for applying the Program
Assessment Tool to the federal sites on Atka. Project team reviewed sections of the Atka
Site Summary and areas that would be looked at during site visits. Ray felt better about
trying to reach the Cape Kudugnak site the following day. We spoke with him about
potential people in the community to interview. He suggested the mayor and someone
named Louis and offered to call them to confirm that we could meet with them the
following morning. We headed out on the ATV’s and visited the former hospital site by
Korovin Lake as well as the Disposal Sites A, B and C. We also visited several sites
between the hospital and the disposal sites where main army base facilities were located
to assess thoroughness of restoration work there. Collected digital pictures of these sites
and any other debris or remains discovered.
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Weather during the day was mostly clear to partly cloudy, with frequent winds and snow
showers. For the most part, the weather was sufficiently favorable to conduct field work.
The team worked late into the evening to take advantage of the good weather and to
complete as much work as possible since the arrival to Atka had been delayed by two
days due to weather.
March 26
Met with Mayor George Dirks’ brother who showed us where he believed the military
had buried a bunch of old drums under pads now used for boat storage. He believes that
the area was used by the military to refuel amphibious aircraft that taxied up to shore in
Nazan Bay. This site is located right on the shore where three boats were observed to be
stored, where there were two old abandoned aboveground storage tanks. This site is
located along the edge of a stream just south of the community store at the end of the
shore line road. A visible sheen was observed seeping out of the upper area where drums
were reportedly buried by the military. Some old metal debris was observed sticking out
of the lower burial area. Some drums were observed around the area, but these were
clearly not WWII era drums as they appeared to be relatively new and had Chevron labels
on them.
Met with and interviewed Mayor George Dirks, using questions from the Program
Assessment Tool to document his concerns, perception, and thoughts on the former
military sites on Atka. His primary concern was asbestos buried in Disposal Site A by
Korovin Lake. Korovin Lake is a spawning area for red and pink salmon and trout and is
also used by waterfowl. It is a primary subsistence area for Atka residents. The asbestos
he was concerned about was used for pipe insulation. During the 1986 U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers’ demolition project, community members used many of the old building
materials from the former military sites for their homes. There were many locals hired in
1986 to do the demolition and other demolition projects. We asked if he knew of any
children injured from the old military debris around the community. He didn’t know of
any and suggested we speak with the health aide. He mentioned that he was away from
Atka (in Kodiak?) during the time of the 1986 demolition project. Another concern he
had was sheetrock with asbestos in an old building in the City of Atka. The building at
one time was used as a school. No one has taken a sample. It was built in 1946.
Ray wasn’t able to locate Louis to speak with us.
We went downstairs to the health clinic to see if the health aide was available to speak
about any childhood injuries. The health aide was not around, however, Millie and
someone else who is the Admin Assistant were available. Millie had concerns about
asbestos and the lake and mentioned something about concerns about mercury in the lake
fishes. The Admin person also mentioned concerns about asbestos and contaminants in
the fish from Korovin Lake. They generally didn’t seem too concerned about the sites,
but say they’d like to see the sites cleaned up and debris issues addressed.
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Went to Ray’s office. Spoke about trying to get out to Cape Kudugnak. He wasn’t sure
about the weather, snow depth, or the river crossings and getting there. It would really
take a day to get there and there wasn’t enough time in the day if we were still going to
try to make the afternoon flight out. It would also only be possible to make it out there
with one person per ATV and needed to be a four-wheeler (we only had one with 4WD).
The next flight out was not scheduled until Tuesday and so we decided not to wait and
not attempt to go to the Cape Kudugnak site.
We returned to Disposal Sites B and C and collected video footage of these sites as well
as additional digital photos. Discovered a car dump site and tried to drive out to what
were reported to be old bomb sites, but didn’t make it there in time to get back to the
airport.
We heard from one resident (John, the EPA IGAP Recycling Program Coordinator) that
the road to the Cape Kudugnak site was in fact not passable due to heavy snow.
Mahri and Chris returned to Anchorage (via Cold Bay) Friday night. Tatiana remained in
Atka to take the Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response (HAZWOPER)
40-hour course under her EPA IGAP grant.

Photos for Atka PAT
1. Disposal Site A
A. Korovin Lake Area :
1Disposal Site A, Korovin Lk, 3 25 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
B. Navy Hospital Concrete Foundations:
1Hospital Site nr Korovin, 3 25 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
1Hospital Site other direction, 3 25 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
1Hospital Site wires, 3 25 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
C. Motor Pool
1Motor pool dry well with cover, 3 25 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
1Motor pool dry well, 3 25 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
1Motor pool floor drain, 3 25 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
1Motor pool, 3 25 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
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1Nails & Junk motor pool, 3 25 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
D. Reindeer Bowls
1Reindeer Bowls by Motor Pool, 3 25 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
E. Other foundations?
1Square Dugout for facility, 325 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
2. Disposal Site B
A. Airport Side:
1Disposal Site B, drums and junk, 3 25 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
B. Marston Matting:
old runway bulletin.jpg
C. Proximity to people:
1Disposal Site B, marston matting, 3 25 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
D. Loose wires:
1Disposal Site B, wires, 3 25 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
3. Disposal Site C
A. Big disposal area in between airstrip and shoreline:
1Disposal Site C, drums, 3 26 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
1 Disposal Site C, close up1, 3 26 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
1Disposal Site C, debris, 3 25 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
1 Disposal Site C, marston matting, 3 25 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
B. Disposal area to the northeast of airstrip
1Disposal Site C, old runway marston matting, 3 25 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
1Disposal Site C, marston & mud, 3 25 04, chris riggio.jpg
4. Pugankiy Area (old drum storage area, current boat storage near old village)
A. Abandoned AST and junk:
1fuel storage area, inactive tank and junk, march 26 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
1fuel storage area, inactive tank, march 26 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
chevron tank at fuel storage area, march 26 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
1 fuel storage area, march 26 04, Mahri lowinger.jpg
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Program Assessment Tool Evaluation
Tribal Review of Restoration Work Completed
SITE: Atka Air Force Auxiliary Field Site
Site Name:
Location:

Atka Air Force Auxiliary Field Site
Atka Island

Federal Agency
Point of Contact:

US Army Corps of Engineers

Agency Contact
Information:

Suzanne Beauchamp

Date:

April 29, 2004

Evaluator:

Mahri Lowinger

Evaluator Contact
Info.:

A/PIA, 201 E. 3rd Ave., Anchorage, AK 99501
(907) 276-2700

Short Notes:
Category
Health

H.1. For this site, were contaminants of concern found?
Yes

d. If so, summarize the extent of these contaminants,
referencing documentation of these findings.
Disposal sites A, B and C are the result of a USACOE project involving
the removal of WWII facilities.
Disposal Site A, is the site at the old Navy Hospital and is located near
the southern shore of Korovin Lake. It also served as an asbestos
disposal cell. A soil sample collected during a USACOE site visit in
1998, taken from exposed soil at the cap and sediment was collected
from a stream draining the area of the landfill. The three samples taken
were found to contain up to 320 mg/kg RRO, 82 mg/kg DRO, 46 mg/kg
cadmium, 110 mg/kg lead and 200 mg/kg vanadium.
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A number of concrete building foundations were found left in place.
Three foundations were identified as having been a power plant, a motor
pool building and a bathhouse, using WWII-era site plans. Evident soil
contamination was found at the power plant and motor pool building
sites, with a distinct odor of diesel fuel. The water in the drywell was
observed to have a sheen on it. Three samples were collected and
found to contain up to 660 mg/kg RRO, 88 mg/kg DRO, naphthalene (up
to 0.35 mg/kg), 20methylnaphthalene (up to .1 mg/kg) and 220 mg/kg of
lead (from a sample northeast of the foundation).
Cape Kudugnak Site 5 miles to the east of the village supported the Air
Force Auxiliary Field during operations. A small but heavily contaminated
site was found there. No apparent environmental removal or restoration
actions appear to have occurred there. A number of soil samples were
collected which found up to 2,800 mg/kg RRO, 26,000 mg/kg DRO,
naphthalene (up to 1.0 mg/kg), 2-methylnaphthalene (up to 0.53 mg/kg),
PCBs were detected in concentrations of 0.30 to 2.30 mg/kg in soil
samples collected near suspected transformers. Lead was detected at a
concentration up to 49,000 mg/kg in the area containing batteries and a
sample from a refrigeration unit was determined to contain asbestos.
(Info. From Site Summary – sampling from 1998 USACOEs site visit.
USACOE conducted a site investigation in 1998 identifying numerous
contaminant source areas. Based on review of the available documents
it appears that further investigation is necessary.)
Based on USACE and START sampling, there is a high potential for
contamination of surface water at numerous locations from hazardous
substances identified in the drums and disposal sites.
Surface soil and sediment samples collected at sources within the
overland surface water route indicated the presences of BTEX and
SVOC contaminants (Preliminary Assessment, Atka Air Force Auxiliary
Field Site, Herrera 2002). One surface water sample collected from
Korovin Lake showed low xylene concentrations.
There is another site where it is rumored the military buried a bunch of
old drums under pads now used for boat storage. It is believe that the
area was used by the military to refuel amphibious aircraft that taxied up
to shore in Nazan Bay. The site is located right on the shore where three
boats were observed to be stored, where there were two old abandoned
aboveground storage tanks. This site is located along the edge of a
stream just south of the community store at the end of the shore line
road. A visible sheen was observed seeping out of the upper area where
drums were reportedly buried by the military.
Pugankiy Area (south of old town) The military brought old planes in
there (amphibious craft) to refuel. It is a drum storage area and an old
local dump. There are a couple of old ASTs and a sheen on the water
coming from there.
Contaminants of Concern: The most significant potential sources of
contamination are the present and former USTs and ASTs used for
storing and transporting gasoline and/or diesel fuel for aircraft, vehicles,
generators and heaters. The main contaminants of concern associated
with the UST and ASTs are diesel and gasoline constituents, benzene,
toluene, ethyl benzene and xylene (BTEX), volatile organic compounds
(VOCs) and, semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs).
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H.2. Were health assessments conducted to assess
health risks due to these contaminants of concern?
No

f. If so, summarize the results of these findings.
g. Is there a health risk?
h. Are/were there health advisories issued related to
these findings?
i. Were specific diet and consumption practices of
local communities taken into account during the
development of the health assessments?
j. Was special consideration given to assessing risks
for sensitive members of the population such as
pregnant mothers, infants, and the sick or elderly?
H.3. Was information from health assessments
presented to the local populations in a way that was
understood and in layperson terms?
N/A

H.4. What is the comfort level of the local population
with regards to health assessments conducted and the
results of these assessments?
N/A

H.5. Were risk assessments conducted for this site?
No

d. If so, summarize the results of these findings.
e. Is there a health risk?
f. Are there health advisories related to these findings?
H.6. What is the knowledge level or awareness of people
in the community about what has happened at this site?
Are they aware of these activities, health assessments,
etc.?
People in the community are aware of what has happened at the site,
however seemed a bit unconcerned and/or unknowledgeable about the
debris and remains. There seems to be a myth in the village that
asbestos that was exposed during the 1986 USACE demolition has
contaminated the salmon in Korovin Lake. Asbestos was a common
concern. There was also a rumor that there is mercury contamination in
the salmon in Korovin Lake.

H.7. Will there be long-term monitoring of contaminant
levels at these sites?
Unknown.

c. If so, summarize the extent of this work.
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d. What further actions will be taken by the agency to
address these issues?
Further site investigation. Completion of debris removal, cleanup and
restoration efforts. Re-capping and re-vegetation of 1986 landfills being
exposed by wind and weather. Full site investigation, cleanup and
environmental restoration of the Cape Kudugnak site. (when?)

Physical Hazards
PH1. Are there any physical hazards remaining at the
site?
Yes

PH2. If so, describe in detail the extent of hazards.
Disposal Site A there are a few old telephone poles lying around, pieces
of wood, loose wires and a big concrete slab on the beach next to
Korovin Lake. (Unknown what was there). There is a motor pool left
behind, with an open sump which is several feet deep and uncovered,
the dry well is also open and uncovered (there is a cover which appears
rusted and off to the side) and evidence of reindeer munching on the
tundra on the east side of the motor pool.
Disposal Site B There is exposed marston matting (from the old
runway) that is exposed due to wind erosion moving sand and
uncovering jagged edges, etc. There are also broken pieces of wood,
metal (old tools), loose wires sticking out of the ground, rusted drums,
etc.
Disposal Site C There are abandoned, rusted drums, broken wooden
planks and bits of wood, large pieces of rusty marston matting (from the
old runway) sticking up out of the ground, big broken rusty metal planks,
abandoned wooden boats, some sort of old wooden fencing and other
assorted junk.
Cape Kudugnak A/PIA was not able to investigate during site visit.
However, documentation from USCOE indicates that the site still
consists of two small buildings, five collapsed and one standing radio
tower masts, a large AST, a large drum dump, a large collapsed building
and one large AST. Based on this description, one could surmise that
these pose a hazard to any animals or people in the area. The site,
however is quite far, and not easy to reach from the village and hence
would potentially pose a greater threat to animals. Since A/PIA was
unable to investigate it is unknown how much of a physical hazard this
site poses.
d. See Attached.
e. Disposal Site A – Head North along the road from the City of Atka.
Pass the airfield on the right, continue North towards Korovin Lake.
Take a left onto the road towards Korovin Lake and cross a stream.
Site is to the South, Southwest of Korovin Lake.
Disposal Site B – Head North along the road from the City of Atka.
The site is just south of the airstrip and to the east of the school
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(across the street from the school) in the area between the road and
the shoreline.

f.

Disposal Site C – Head North along the road from the City of Atka.
Turn right towards the shoreline at the airstrip and take a left down
the road to the right of the airstrip, passing Disposal Site B. Part of
the site is between the road and the shoreline toward the northern
end of the airstrip. Continue on the road as it follows the curve in the
shoreline to the right (northeast), more debris (marston matting) is
along the road on the left and there are abandoned cars a bit further
up the road on the right.
See Attached photographs.

PH3. Do these hazards present a hazard to people or to
their pets?
a. Can people travel safely at this site without
encountering or having their safety impacted by any
remaining physical hazards?
No.
At Disposal Site A there are a few old telephone poles lying around,
pieces of wood, loose wires and a big concrete slab on the beach next to
Korovin Lake which someone could trip over. (Unknown what was there).
There is a motor pool left behind, with an open sump which is several
feet deep and uncovered, the dry well is also open and uncovered (there
is a cover which appears rusted and off to the side) and evidence of
reindeer munching on the tundra on the east side of the motor pool.
Someone, especially a child, or an animal could fall into the open sump
or animals may drink the water. Someone, once again, especially a child
or animal could easily fall into the dry well. Contaminants in the water or
in the vegetation growing near the drywell could endanger animals (as
there was evidence of reindeer eating vegetation in this area).
At Disposal Site B there is exposed marston matting (from the old
runway) that is exposed due to wind erosion moving sand and
uncovering jagged edges, etc. There are also broken pieces of wood,
metal (old tools), loose wires sticking out of the ground, rusted drums,
etc. that could easily cause injury.
At Disposal Site C there are abandoned, rusted drums, broken wooden
planks and bits of wood, large pieces of rusty marston matting (from the
old runway) sticking up out of the ground, big broken rusty metal planks,
abandoned wooden boats, some sort of old wooden fencing and other
assorted junk that could cause injury.

e. Could children safely travel at this site without
encountering or having their safety impacted by any
remaining physical hazards?
No.

f. Can wildlife travel safely at this site without
encountering any remaining physical hazards?
No.
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Environmental

E1. Did the responsible party conduct site
investigations/site assessments for all areas of concern
for this site? Describe.
In 1986, the US Army Corps of Engineers (USCOE) completed an
extensive debris removal at Disposal Sites A, B and C. A USCOE
contractor demolished the abandoned military buildings and buried the
debris in three large areas. Debris from hundreds of buildings,
thousands of steel drums and over 400,000 square feet of steel runway
matting were buried in the disposal pits. The demolition was done as a
construction project and not as environmental restoration. Therefore the
contractor was not concerned with sampling or gathering information
about contamination. Underground Storage Tanks (USTs) may exist at
these sites since removal during 1986 operations is not confirmed.
Other than this initial site investigation and debris removal operation, no
work has been completed at the site.
In June 1998, three personnel from USCOE, Alaska District Office,
performed a field investigation on several sites on Atka Island. The
objectives were to:
• Investigate representative sites of the former military
facilities for evidence of chemical contamination of the
environment,
• Investigate reports of drums, attempt to determine if they
are of military or civilian origin, and reports of military
structures remaining after the 1986 removal action,
• Collect samples of contaminated surface soil or
sediment for chemical analysis,
• Inspect and document the current condition of the three
1986 disposal sites, collect samples of soil or sediment if
contamination is suspected at or leaching from disposal
sites,
• Interview local citizens for information on potential FUDS
chemical contamination and
• Obtain information necessary to fill out an Alaska
Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC)
Ecological Checklist.
The investigation revealed that further investigation was
necessary. Drums were observed in and around several surface
water bodies at the site; one drum was observed to be leaking
with the remainder empty. The disposal sites and former
operational areas are located in the vicinity of the village of Atka
and are freely accessible to the residents of Atka.
Based on USCOE and START sampling results, there is a high
potential for contamination of surface water at numerous
locations from hazardous substances. Identified to be present in
the drums and disposal sites. Present or former contents of
drums have a potential to contaminate on-site surface water.
Surface soil and sediment samples collected at sources within
the overland surface water route indicated the presences of
BTEX and SVOC contaminants, as reported in the Preliminary
Assessment, Atka Air Force Auxiliary Field Site, Herrera 2002.
One surface water sample collected from Korovin Lake showed
low xylenes concentrations, but no other contaminants of
concern. Hazardous substances identified by USCOE could be
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expected to migrate to surface water bodies. Local residents
practice subsistence hunting and fishing within 15 miles of the
site.
Possible contaminant release to soil has a high potential to
cause a threat to the environment or humans due to their close
proximity to the school and village.
A release to the air pathway is possible, due to the exposure of
debris and soil at the disposal sites. Atka experiences an
average wind velocity of 13 knots and storms may produce
winds over 120 knots.

a. Describe in detail how well or how poorly restoration
work met environmental requirements.
Unknown

E3. Are there any institutional or engineering controls in
place for this site as a result of remaining contamination
or hazards?
No.

b. If so, describe in detail the extent of these controls.
E4. Were impacted areas restored as close as
technically possible to their pre-impact condition?
Describe in detail.
No.
Disposal Site A - In 1986 a USCOE contractor was hired to demolish
the old Navy hospital building at the site. Debris and other materials
were landfilled. The site also was an asbestos disposal cell. During a
1998 site visit, USCOE observed that the wooden asbestos warning
signs were no longer there. At the former building location there is little
sign of the structure other than the general outline of the building
revetements and there is very heavy vegetation growth. However, the
landfills and structures remain in place. There are a few old telephone
poles lying around, pieces of wood, loose wires and a big concrete slab
on the beach next to Korovin Lake. There is a motor pool left behind,
with an open sump which is several feet deep and uncovered, the dry
well is also open and uncovered.
Disposal Site B – The debris is from the 1986 demolition. The site was
capped, however, due to wind erosion much of the debris has been
exposed and drifting. The cap of the site has essentially turned into sand
dunes. The debris is predominantly marston matting from an old runway.
There are also broken pieces of wood, metal (old tools), loose wires
sticking out of the ground, rusted drums, etc.
Disposal Site C – This was a possible WWII era disposal site. There is
significant amounts of rusted, uncovered marston matting and drums.
Most of the drums were welded together for use as culverts. The site
was once capped, however the cap has been wind eroded and turned
into sand dunes.

Atka Trip Summary March 22-26, 2004.doc

!
44

3/30/2012

Cape Kudugnak – No environmental removal or restoration actions
have happened here.

E5. Are traditional foods at this site impacted in a way
that prevents their safe use?
Yes. There was evidence that reindeer eat vegetation immediately next
to the motor pool (where there may be contaminants). There is also talk
of asbestos and mercury in the salmon from Korovin Lake.

Aesthetic
A1. Does the site appear to be cleaned up? Describe in
detail findings of visual inspection.
No.
Disposal Site A – Looks like its in the best shape of all the sites.
Visually, the only remaining debris are the concrete foundations from the
old hospital, a few telephone poles and some loose wires.
Disposal Site B – Looks like a big, spread out, uncovered landfill. Like
trash was just dumped there out in the open. There is marston matting,
wooden planks (old boats), wooden spools, old tools, metal and all sorts
of junk all over the place.
Disposal Site C – Is in very similar condition as Disposal Site B. Except
here the trash, which is visible is mostly large pieces of rusty marston
matting.
Cape Kudugnak – A/PIA was unable to complete a visual inspection.
However, documentation indicates that no environmental removal or
restoration work has been completed here.

A2. Have disturbed areas been re-contoured and revegetated with native plants? Describe in detail.
Disposal Site A may have been recontoured, however there was no revegetation done with native plants. Revegetation has occurred in some
places, however what has occurred has happened naturally. There does
not appear to be much revegetation in Disposal Sites B and C.

b. How well is the revegetation holding?
Of the revegetation that there exists, it appears to be holding okay. But
there is minimal revegetation.

b. Are there any problems with erosion in these areas of
re-vegetation? If any, describe in detail and what needs
to be accomplished to correct the problem.
Yes. The caps on Disposal Sites B and C have been nearly completely
eroded from wind and now appear as sand dunes. They need to be recapped and re-vegetated.

A3. Are there any affected bodies of water (streams,
creeks, lakes, ponds, etc.) that were impacted?
Yes.

c. If so, describe in detail the extent of these.
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Disposal Site A – There is a stream the runs through the area and down
into Korovin Lake. There could be leakage from USTs into the area and
into the stream and down into the lake. A/PIA observed a few drums in
the stream. The source of the drums or what was in them is unknown.
There was also a rumor in the village that asbestos from the demolition
of the buildings had leached into the lake.
Drums were also observed by USCOE during the 1998 site visit, in and
around several surface water bodies at the site, one drum was observed
to be leaking. Present or former contents of drums have a potential to
contaminate on-site surface water. Surface soil and sediment samples
collected by USCOE, at sources within the overland surface water route
indicated the presence of BTEX and SVOC contaminants. One surface
water sample collected from Korovin Lake showed low xylene
concentrations, but no other contaminants of concern.

d. Was any restoration work completed for these areas?
If so, describe in detail the extent of these.
No. None other than some of the debris removal.

A4. Are there places where trash, scrap metal or other
debris remains in the areas restored?
Yes.

b. If so, describe what remains, extent, types,
appearance.
Disposal Site A - There are a few old telephone poles lying around,
pieces of wood, loose wires and a big concrete slab on the beach next to
Korovin Lake. There is a motor pool left behind, with an open sump
which is several feet deep and uncovered, the dry well is also open and
uncovered.
Disposal Site B - There is exposed marston matting (from the old
runway) that is exposed due to wind erosion moving sand and
uncovering jagged edges, etc. There are also broken pieces of wood,
metal (old tools), loose wires sticking out of the ground, rusted drums,
etc.
Disposal Site C - There are abandoned, rusted drums, broken wooden
planks and bits of wood, large pieces of rusty marston matting (from the
old runway) sticking up out of the ground, big broken rusty metal planks,
abandoned wooden boats, some sort of old wooden fencing and other
assorted junk.

A5. Does the restoration work meet the reviewer’s
expectations, based upon ROC discussions and
expectations?
No. Restoration work is incomplete. There needs to be further site
investigation (evaluating potential contaminants), completion of debris
removal (particularly the marston matting and old drums) and cleanup,
re-capping and re-vegetation of landfills and further evaluation of Cape
Kudugnak.

Perception
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P1. How do local residents feel about this site? Are
they pleased with the restoration work? Describe in
detail number of people interviewed, summary of their
thoughts, etc.
There was a general sense of apathy about the sites. The sense was
that residents were aware about the disposal sites and aware of Cape
Kudugnak, aware of potential contamination (there were rumors about
asbestos in the fish in Korovin Lake) but they didn’t seem to care or all
that interested.
Mayor George Dirks was interviewed. His primary concern was asbestos
(that had been used as pipe insulation) buried in Disposal Site A by
Korovin Lake. Korovin Lake is a spawning ground for red and pink
salmon and trout and is also used by waterfowl. It is a primary
subsistence area for Atka residents. During the 1986 demolition project,
community members used many of the old building materials from the
former military sites for their homes. Another concern was sheetrock
with asbestos in an old building in the City of Atka. The building at one
time was used as a school. There have been no samples taken.
Anecdotal conversations with people in the health clinic. They had
concerns about asbestos and mercury contamination in Korovin Lake as
well as these contaminants in the fish from the lake. They generally did
not seem too concerned about the sites, but said they’d like to see the
sites cleaned up and debris issues addressed.

P2. Do local residents feel they can travel and live
safely at this site without being impacted or hurt from
physical, environmental, health hazards?
Somewhat.

b. If not, then describe in detail what these concerns
and perceptions are.
Some are concerned about contaminants in the fish from the lake.

P3. How do local residents feel about the safety of
traditional foods near and at this restored federal site?
Not very good. Residents expressed concerns about asbestos and
mercury in lake fish.

P4. How do local residents feel about their involvement
and participation in the restoration process?
During the interview with Mayor Dirks, he indicated that he did not
remember any public meetings.
Ray Golodoff does remember a public meeting. USAED came down with
DOT and Oasis (contractor) to do a site investigation.
In 2002/2003 there was a public meeting with the community. Sylvia
from the Health Clinic attended.
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Cultural Resources
CR1. What was the extent of cultural resource issues
for this site?
Unknown

CR2. Was A/PIA’s archaeologist notified prior to
restoration activities for this site? Describe in detail.
Yes.

b. Was A/PIA’s archaeologist coordinated with for this
work? Describe in detail.
No

CR3. Were federal agencies responsible for cultural
resource protection issues consulted with prior to the
start of restoration work at this site?
Unknown

CR4. Were the Aleut tribes consulted with by federal
agencies prior to and during this work regarding cultural
resources at this site? Describe in detail.
Unknown

c. What was the extent of this consultation? Describe
in detail.
Unknown

d. Were the involved tribes happy with this work?
Describe in detail.
Unknown

CR5. Were the requirements of ARPA, NAGRPA, and
NHPA met regarding cultural resources issues?
Describe in detail.
Unknown
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Photo Origin unknown: Cape Kuduganax
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